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The holidays are a popular time for charitable
donations. With so many charities to choose
from, it's more important than ever to ensure
that your donation is well spent. Here are six
tips that can help you make smart and effective
charitable donations.

1. Choose your charities wisely
Choosing worthy organizations that support the
causes you care about can be tricky, but it
doesn't have to be time-consuming. There are
several well-known organizations that rate and
review charities, as well as provide useful tips
and information on how to donate and choose a
charity (see sidebar). To get started, here are
some things to consider:

• How the charity plans to use your gift.
Contact the charity by phone or go online to
find information about the charity's mission,
accomplishments, financial status, and future
growth.

• How much the charity spends on
administrative costs. If a charity has
higher-than-average administrative costs, it
may be spending less on programs and
services than it should. This could also be a
sign that the charity is in serious financial
trouble. In addition, if a charity uses for-profit
telemarketers, then it may get very little of the
money it raises, so ask how much of your
donation the charity will actually receive.

• The legitimacy of the charity. Take the time to
check out the charity before you donate. Ask
for identification when approached by a
solicitor, and never give out your Social
Security number, credit-card number, bank
account number, account password, or
personal information over the phone or in
response to an email you didn't initiate.

• How much you can afford to give to the
charity. Stick to your giving goals and only
give what you can afford. Legitimate
fundraisers will not try to pressure you and
will be happy to send information that can
help you make an informed decision
regarding your donation.

2. Maximize your donation through a
matching gift
If your employer offers a program that matches 
charitable gifts made by employees, you can 
maximize your charitable donations. Some 
matching gift programs may have specific 
guidelines — for example, they may only match a 
gift up to a certain dollar limit, and the charity 
may need to provide additional information.

3. Make automatic donations
If you're looking for an easy way to donate
regularly to a favorite charity, consider making
automatic donations from a financial account.
Automatic donations can benefit charities by
potentially lowering fundraising costs and by
establishing a foundation of regular donors.
You'll also benefit, since spreading your
donations throughout the year may enable you
to give more and simplify your record keeping.

4. Look for alternatives to cash
donations
Although cash donations are always welcome,
charities also encourage other types of gifts.
For example, if you meet certain requirements,
you may be able to give stock, direct gifts from
your IRA, real estate, or personal property.
Keep in mind that you'll want to check with your
financial professional to assess potential
income and estate tax consequences based on
your individual circumstances. Other
alternatives to cash donations include
volunteering your time and using your talents to
improve the lives of others in your community.

5. Consider estate planning strategies
when gifting
Another option is to utilize estate planning to
make a charitable gift. For example, you might
leave a bequest in your will; give life insurance;
or use a charitable gift annuity, charitable
remainder annuity trust, or charitable unitrust
that may help you give away the asset now,
while retaining a lifetime interest. Check with
your financial or tax professional regarding any
potential estate or tax benefits or
consequences before making this type of gift.

6. Remember the importance of record
keeping
If you itemize when you file your taxes, you can
deduct donations you've made to a tax-qualified
charity — however, you must provide proper
documentation of your donation to the IRS.
Keep copies of cancelled checks, bank
statements, credit-card statements, or receipts
showing the charity's name, date of your
donation, and contribution amount. For
donations or contributions of $250 or more,
you'll need a detailed written acknowledgment
from the charity. For more information and a list
of specific record-keeping requirements, see
IRS Publication 526, Charitable Contributions.



Need a Tax Credit This Year?

Many charitable
organizations allow you to
donate online, by text, or
through social networking
sites.

The following organizations
and agencies publish
reports and charity ratings,
and/or give useful tips and
information to consumers
on how to donate and
choose a charity:

• Better Business Bureau's
BBB Wise Giving Alliance,
bbb.org

• Charity Navigator,
charitynavigator.org

• CharityWatch,
charitywatch.org

• Federal Trade
Commission, ftc.gov

The opinions voiced in this material are 
for general information only and are not 
intended to provide specific advice or 
recommendations for any individual. To 
determine which investment(s) may be 
appropriate for you, consult your 
financial advisor prior to investing. All 
performance referenced is historical 
and is no guarantee of future results. All 
indices are unmanaged and cannot be 
invested into directly.
The information provided is not 
intended to be a substitute for specific 
individualized tax planning or legal 
advice. We suggest that you consult 
with a qualified tax or legal advisor. 
LPL Financial Representatives offer 
access to Trust Services through The 
Private Trust Company N.A., an affiliate 
of LPL Financial.
The financial consultants of Regent 
Financial Services, Inc. are registered 
representatives with LPL Financial. 
Regent Financial Services is a 
Registered Investment Advisor. 
Securities offered through LPL 
Financial, Member FINRA/SIPC. 
Insurance products offered through LPL 
Financial or its licensed affiliates.
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For Example in Oklahoma:

Oklahoma Equal Opportunity Education 
Scholarship Act (Tax Credit Scholarships)
The Oklahoma Education Scholarship Act (68 Okla. 
Stat. §2357.206) allows individuals and businesses 
to receive Oklahoma state income tax credits for 
donating to a scholarship granting organization 
(SGO) recognized by the Oklahoma Tax 
Commission.

The SGO then uses those contributions to provide
scholarships for eligible students to attend an 
accredited private preK-12 school approved by the 
state of Oklahoma.  

Scholarship Granting Organizations (SGO)      
An SGO is a 501(c)(3) not‐for‐profit organization 
approved by Oklahoma Office of the Secretary of 
State, the IRS, and the Oklahoma Tax Commission. 
It serves as the central administrative service for 
member schools while allowing significant local 
school control over scholarship dollars.  

The SGO will ensure that scholarship assistance is 
provided to the neediest of families; assures the 
integrity of the Board and staff members; keeps full 
and accurate records; and reports to the Governor 
and Legislature every four years.

State Tax Statute on Contributions: Multiple 
Year Commitment 
Starting January 1, 2016, for any taxpayer who 
makes a written commitment to contribute an 
equal, annual amount to an eligible scholarship‐
granting organization for two (2) consecutive 
years, the credit for the first year and the additional 
year shall be equal to seventy-five percent (75%) 
of the total amount of the contribution made during 
a taxable year, not to exceed the established 
upper limit amounts for the taxable year in which 
the credit is claimed. 

Opportunity Scholarship Fund allows Tax 
Credit Scholarships in 16 states: Alabama, 
Arizona, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina, and Virginia.

What Is the Opportunity Scholarship Fund?
The Opportunity Scholarship Fund (OSF) is an 
Oklahoma corporation organized as an SGO in 
compliance with the Oklahoma Equal Opportunity 
Education Scholarship Act.  It is an independent 
organization which awards scholarships that allow 
eligible students to attend a participating private 
school in Oklahoma.

The taxpayer shall provide evidence of the 
written commitment to the Oklahoma Tax 
Commission at the time of filing the refund claim.

Donation Ceilings for Contributors Simplified
Donors making an annual gift will receive tax 
credits valued at 50% of the donation subject to 
the annual tax credit limits below. They are:

Filing Status                      Tax Credit Limit
Individual / Single                 $     1,000
Married Filing Jointly            $     2,000
Business                             

Donor(s) making a written pledge to contribute 
the same amount for two consecutive years will 
receive credits at 75% of the pledge’s donation 
‐ subject to the Cap.

$ 100,000

Gary learned about this program and chose to 
donate to The Little Lighthouse in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma.  Regent Financial gives back to the 
community by volunteering and donating their 
time, talent, and treasure: 
#RegentFinancialGivesBack. Gary made a 
written pledge to contribute $1,000 a year for 
two consecutive years, therefore receiving 
credits at 75% of his donation.  
The Little Lighthouse serves children, from birth 
to the chronological age of six, with physical and 
mental challenges causing a developmental 
delay in one or more areas.  Conditions which 
typically create these challenges are Down 
Syndrome, Spina Bifida, Cerebral Palsy, Autism 
and sensory deprivations such as blindness.  
The Little Light House does not and has never 
discriminated with regard to religion, race, color 
or creed.
The mission of the Little Light House is to glorify 
God by improving the quality of life for children 
with special needs, their families, and their 
communities. They accomplish this mission by 
providing tuition-free educational and therapeutic 
services to children with special needs ages birth 
to six. The Little Light House has been a part of 
Tulsa since October 3, 1972. What began with 
one teacher, five students, and five volunteers 
has grown into a nationally recognized 
developmental center for children with special 
needs with over 40 staff members serving 64 
students alongside many volunteers.  The LLH 
does not charge tuition and receives money only 
from private sources, such as foundations and 
grants.                                                                  

For detailed information, please visit:  osfkids.org

http://www.bbb.org
http://www.charitynavigator.org
http://www.charitywatch.org
http://www.ftc.gov
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Merry Christmas
from our family to yours!

We would like to take this opportunity 
during the holiday season to express our 

sincere gratitude for you, our         
cherished friends.

May you have a joyous Christmas and 
blessed New Year.  Thank you for your 

trust and belief in us.  We look forward to 
serving you in the coming year.

~Your Regent Financial Team
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Christmas Tree Cheese Plat ter

Ho l i d ay en t er ta in ing doesn ’ t  have to be  comp l i c a t ed .  A l l  you need 
are some de l i c i ous d ishes and a l i t t l e  crea t i v i t y !  

Making a Christmas Tree Cheese P latter is  so easy,  you can assemb le  i t  in  5 steps .   The ingred ients you ’ l l  need are easy to  f ind :

Ingredients
•1 bunch fresh rosemary
•1-2 packages Daiya Farmhouse Blocks, cut in cubes
•1 jar Kalamata olives
•1 jar Castelvetrano olives
•1 pint cherry or grape tomatoes
•1 bel l  pepper, any color

Method
1.On a large p latter , l ine up some sprigs of rosemary with the longest row
on the bottom . Reserve some extra rosemary to f i l l  in the gaps later .
2 .Add the cubes of cheese with the f irst row under the bottom row of rosemary .
Add an extra cube for the trunk .
3 .Next add the o l i ves in between the cubes of cheese .
4 .Then add the tomatoes in any spaces that rema in .  F i l l  in the edges of the tree with the reserved rosemary .
5 .F ina l ly ,  cut a p iece of be l l  pepper in the shape of a star and p lace on the top of the tree .

Note: Use your extra cheese, olives, and tomatoes to refresh the tree as it gets eaten.

By:  Veggies Save the Day

Sugared Cranberries These berries are so beautiful, they look a bit
like they've been covered in snow or frost! 

1 & 1/2 C Sugar, separated 
2/3 C water

8 oz cranberries

First, a note on sugar: any type of white sugar will work for the syrup, but the type you use for coating the berries at the end will impact the 
way they look. A very fine sugar, such a sanding sugar will give the berries a very light, thoroughly coated white look, I think of it as looking 
like frost in the morning. I used plain domino cane sugar which gives a more crystallized, snowy candied look. 

Pour the water into a medium sized saucepan, add 1 C sugar, and heat over medium low, stirring occasionally, 
until all the sugar is completely dissolved.
Remove from heat and allow to cool about 10 minutes. Once syrup is warm, but not too hot to touch, add the 
cranberries. Add just 3-4 at first, and stir them around gently. If any split open, wait a few more moments for the 
syrup to cool, but if they remain in tact, add the rest of the cranberries and give them a gentle stir. Make sure 
they're all getting wet.
If there is space in your refrigerator, just pop a lid on the sauce pan and put the whole thing in the fridge. 
Otherwise, pour berries and all syrup into a Tupperware with a lid, and refrigerate overnight, or at least 6-8 hours.
After refrigeration, use a slotted spoon to transfer the berries to a cooling rack (I put parchment paper under mine 
to catch the syrup drips), and allow to dry for 20-40 minutes. 
Once berries have dried a bit (they'll still be sticky and slightly damp - this is fine), place the remaining 1/2 C sugar in 
a shallow dish, and add the berries, a few at a time, tossing them gently with the sugar so they're entirely coated. 
Return coated berries to the cooling rack. If your sugar begins to clump, run it through a fine strainer placed over a 
bowl, and use what sifts through. 
Once all berries are coated, give them another 20 minutes or so to fully set up, then pop them in a dish and serve, 
or in a Tupperware and store in the fridge until you need them. They'll keep around 4-5 days, but I promise they 
won't last that long, they're addicting!

By: Little Market Kitchen
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Time to Celebrate! Please join us for our 
10th Annual Family Christmas Movie!

We will provide the popcorn, donuts, and drinks,
if you bring your children and grandchildren

Please RSVP
RegentFS.com/Events  or  918-493-4190

...

...

8307 S. Olympia Ave. W., Tulsa, OK 74132

Saturday, December 3rd, 9:00am
Help us celebrate our 10th Annual Family Christmas Movie by giving back to our community!  

We ask that you bring one can of food for each person in your party to donate to the
Community Food Bank of Eastern Oklahoma.

... 
Carmike Cinemas (Tulsa Hills)

Secret 

Surprise 

Guest!
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