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Giving Back . . .  

Spreading good fortune and love! 

I am very proud of my affiliation with 

Commonwealth Financial Network - 

my brokerage partner.  A few years 

back the partners at the firm formed 

“Commonwealth Cares,” a charita-

ble organization dedicated to giving 

back money and time to organiza-

tions that can really use the help.  

And each time we get to go to a 

Commonwealth sponsored confer-

ence, Sandye and I (along with lots 

of other Commonwealth represent-

atives from around the country) vol-

unteer some of our time, as well as 

“We have count-

less clients and 

friends who volun-

teer their time, en-

ergy and resources 

to help others in 

the community 

who can use a little 

boost.” 
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our “limited” handyman skills to, 

hopefully, make a difference to spe-

cial charitable organizations that 

could really use a helping hand. 

Recently, about 60 of us (see pho-

to) spent half a day at the Boys & 

Girls Club of Orlando, cleaning and 

painting to help spruce up their 

space.   As you can imagine, the 

great people who run the facility 

were extremely appreciative of our 

work and the changes they saw. 



 

Meet our Friends Charles and Yvonne Jones; clients of ours since 2003! Charles and Yvonne first met Ray while attending one of 

Ray’s financial planning courses.  Upon completion of their course, they felt that Ray would be the ideal person to help them with 

their retirement planning. We are very proud to call the Jones’ our friends.   

Charles and Yvonne are native Georgians.  Charles was born in the Center Hill section of Atlanta and Yvonne was born in Villa 

Rica - moving to Techwood Homes in Atlanta, the first public housing projects built in the United States. After the war ended, her 

family bought their first home in the Center Hill section of Atlanta (just 2 blocks away from Charles’ home). Both Charles and 

Yvonne attended West Fulton High School. Although they attended the same school, they still didn’t know each other because 

Charles had already graduated by the time Yvonne had entered. After gradu-

ation, Charles worked for a couple of years at Southern Bell, eventually be-

ing drafted into the Army.  After his service, Charles went back to Southern 

Bell and enrolled at Southern Tech (Georgia Tech) taking evening classes. 

During Yvonne’s high school years, she was active in the music department, 

singing in the girls’ choir. After graduating from high school, Yvonne head-

ed to Oglethorpe University where she earned her teaching degree. Once 

Charles came back from the Army in 1955, he started getting back into his 

old routine and became involved in the Sunday school youth group at Center 

Hill Baptist Church.  It just so happens that Yvonne was involved in this 

very same program. It didn’t take long for these two to discover that they 

had a lot in common and that marked the beginning of their journey together. 

Charles had a successful career working for Southern Bell and AT&T.  For 

30 years he worked in the Business Installation and Repair Department and for the last 8 years before he retired, he worked in 

Technical Support. Yvonne enjoyed a 26 year teaching career at Lindley Middle School located in Mableton. She enjoyed teach-

ing all classes but had a great love for Social Studies.  During her last 10 years working at the middle school, she was the Manager 

of the Computer Lab. 

Now that Charles and Yvonne are retired, they enjoy traveling. For years, they’ve traveled extensively throughout Western Eu-

rope. Their favorite trip was just a few months ago - when they traveled from Budapest to Bucharest! Charles and Yvonne are also 

involved in their church choir and enjoy spending time with their family. The Jones’ have been blessed with 3 children and have 6 

grandchildren and 3 great-grand-children. Charles is also involved with the Lions Club and Yvonne is always up for a game of 

Mahjong!  

Charles and Yvonne will be celebrating their 58th wedding anniversary in March.  When Charles was asked, What is the secret 

for a happy marriage?  He laughed and said, “Work lots of overtime!”  
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“If money is the root of all evil, then why do 

they ask for it in church?” 

~ Jay Leno 



But, the whole idea of “Giving Back” has become 

contagious for us . . . and Sandye and I try to do 

what we can on a local level as well. 

Sandye, in particular, really does her part - delivering 

Meals-on-Wheels each Thursday to a number of 

families in Atlanta, and volunteering with the “Tim 

Hudson Foundation.”  The former Atlanta Braves 

(now world champion San Francisco Giants) pitcher 

set up a charitable organization that supports Ronald 

McDonald Houses in the metro-Atlanta area by hav-

ing it’s volunteers prepare and donate meals for the 

parents and siblings of the children who are receiving 

care at local hospitals. 

And, recently, my entire team (Linda, Allison, Jen-

nifer, Sandye and Jennifer’s 10 year old daughter, 

Abbey) all helped organize and carry out a fun and 

poignant event.  We had 10 of our clients’ children 

and grandchildren meet at one of the area “Build-a-

Bear” locations.  Each child got to design and create 

two teddy-bears - one for them to keep, and one that 

we have donated to 

pediatric patients at 

Scottish Rite Hospital 

in Atlanta where my 

daughter, Allison also 

volunteers.   Here is a 

picture of our talented 

teddy-bear designers! 

We know that we are 

not alone among our 

Client Community in 

“Giving Back.” We have countless clients and friends 

who volunteer their time, energy and resources to 

help others in the community who can use a little 

boost . . . And this can be especially meaningful at 

this time of year. 

I hope you and your families have wonderful and 

special Christmas and New Year’s celebrations . . . 

and we all look forward to working with you in 2015 

and beyond! 
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Ask Jennifer . . . . . . . 
Jennifer Kross is our Client Service Manager 

 

Q. Is there a way to keep my banking information on file for future 

withdrawals and distributions? 

A.  Yes there is! You can have funds deposited directly into your check-
ing account or a non-passbook savings account. Other options include 
wire transfers (a $15 wire transfer fee applies) and journaling the 
funds into another account.  Not all accounts are eligible for this option, 
so if you would like to add banking information to any of your accounts, 
just let me know and I will get you the forms to you for your signature. 

 



Hope everyone is excited about the holidays - I know I am!  Yeah, things do get crazy…and I do panic that the spe-

cial gift I ordered online won’t arrive on time…and I worry that the cooking, baking and holiday decorations won’t all 

come together.  But in the end, deep down (Shhhh … don’t tell anyone), I love the hustle and bustle of the holidays, 

and it truly is my favorite time of the year!  Our friends John & Claire Tiernan (Asheville, NC) will be celebrating 

their first Christmas in their new home.  They’re enjoying their move to Asheville where John volunteers at the 

Arboretum and Claire works part-time at the Biltmore Estate. Garry & Audrey Gallagher (Douglasville) will be tak-

ing their children and grandchildren on a Disney cruise during the holiday season…with 5 grandchildren ranging from ages 3 to 

9. It’s sure to be a lot of fun!  Bruce & Pattie Schumacher (Tyrone) are very proud parents. Their oldest daughter, Jordan, 

was accepted at the Air Force Academy in Colorado. Congratulations to Travis Newman  (Newnan) - he  is a proud grandpa!  

Baby Alan “Ryder” Newman weighed in at 8 lbs 4ozs and 23” long! Abe & Lynn Winters (Fayetteville) - Kudos to Abe - he re-

cently wrote a book about the adventures of tree climbing called Hanging Out With Shady Characters which is available on 

Amazon and Barnes & Noble. Tom & Dot Richardson (Douglasville) enjoyed a cruise on the M.S.C. Divina to the Western Carib-

bean where they had a wonderful time.  Casey Bond (Nashville, TN) just finished directing a film, My Many Sons, which is now 

in the editing stage and should be hitting the theaters soon! Casey has now moved on to another acting project portraying a 

band member in the upcoming movie “I Saw The Light,” based on the life of Hank Williams.  And Barbara Seaman (Newnan) 

has begun volunteering with “Healing Heroes Network,” an organization that is committed provide financial assistance for quali-

ty care to military personnel injured in the line of duty in Iraq or Afghanistan since 9/11 ... Good news in our office too…Ray 

headed to Florida and spent a week with his baseball team, the South Atlanta Twins, where they placed second overall in the 

finals of their tournament!  Jennifer is a proud mom - her daughter, Abbey, is on the Starr’s Mill Youth Football Competition 

Cheer Squad.  Her team took first place in their division at the Halloween Jam Competition held in Roswell.  And Brian and I 

just moved into our “dream home” in Senoia, just in time for the holidays!  On behalf of our entire team, we wish you and your 

family a very Merry Christmas and a safe and healthy new year.  We thank you for your trust in our firm and most importantly 

your friendship.  We look forward to a prosperous 2015 and we can’t wait to hear about all of your upcoming adventures. 

Thanks for being part of our family and letting us share in your journey! 
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Website!!
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