
 

                               
                              

 
 
 

                         By Erik Christman CFP, CPA* 

 

Oxford Launches Our Personal Financial Portal 
 

Wouldn’t it be great to be able to see your financial life all in one place?  A single resource where you could 

watch your investments, track your spending, create budgets, set goals and monitor your progress toward 

achieving financial independence?  And wouldn’t it be great to have this information automatically updated 

each day, with secure access via the internet or your mobile device? 

 

At Oxford Financial Partners, we have been searching for this “holy grail” for some time.  We’ve finally 

found it.  Effective April 30th, we will launch Oxford’s Personal Financial Portal.  This is a complimentary 

tool to all clients of Oxford Financial Partners, and will become an essential tool in our ongoing collabora-

tion with our clients to help them achieve their financial goals. 

 

Some key highlights of the Personal Financial Portal:  

 Safe and secure.  256-bit Secure Socket Layer encryption, third-party security auditors, no 

transaction capability on the system. 

 Organizer.  Easy-to-follow setup process that empowers you to establish online links to your 

accounts.  All accounts you have with Oxford will automatically be populated for you; you may 

also link your outside accounts. 

 Financial Workshop.  Interactive tools to help you see if you’re on target to reach important 

goals for retirement, college savings and life insurance. 

 Education Center.  Links to an incredibly informative library and videos on important financial 

topics. 

 Vault.  Allows you to upload copies of important documents such as wills, trusts, passports, 

tax returns, family photos and more.  You can view and retrieve these documents at any time. 

 Reports.  Personal net worth, investment tracking, spending by category…any report you can 

think of, it’s probably there. 

 Budgets and Spending.  You can link and import spending on credit cards and checking      

accounts.  The system will classify these expenses for you, giving you valuable insight into 

where your money goes. 

 

If you wish to activate your account, please contact us.  We will provide you with a unique username and 
initial password into the system. The Personal Financial Portal can be accessed by clicking on the 
“Account Access” tab of our website at www.oxfordfinancialpartners.com.   
 
After you login, be sure to click on the “Tour Guide” video in the lower right portion of the home page.  From 

there, we encourage you to explore the system and all of its features.   

 

We are very excited to introduce the Personal Financial Portal to our clients.  This represents an im-

portant step forward in the evolution of financial advice delivery.  We welcome your feedback and look for-

ward to continuing to assist you in achieving your financial goals! 

 

 

 

 

Oxford Financial Partners 
is a Cincinnati-based firm    
dedicated to serving the 
needs of retirement-
minded individuals. We 
provide independent, 
objective financial     
planning and investment 
advice to our clients. For 
more than a  quarter   
century, our clients have 
benefited from the advice 

and perspective we    
provide.  
 
The dedicated team at    
Oxford is the key to the  
success of our firm and 
our clients. We leverage 
our 70+ years of       
professional experience 
to deliver the advice   
necessary to help meet 
our clients' needs across 
20 states.  
 
Every day we continually 
strive to earn our clients' 
trust, confidence and     
respect. We invite you to 
explore our site to learn 
more about our          
dedicated team and       

personalized services. 
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Investment Review  
 
The past few years have certainly been eventful for the financial 
markets. We have seen a brutal decline in equities brought on 
by excessive leverage and speculation. This was followed by an 
uneven and halting recovery.  Over the past four years, stocks 
have surged, reflecting the overall economic recovery. Bonds 
have also climbed as Governments injected liquidity into global 
economies. So far, 2013 has been a good year for stocks. The 
S&P 500, a broad gauge on domestic equities, jumped over 
10% in the first quarter. The index has risen over 120% from the 
lows of 2009. This surpasses the previous highs of 2007.   

The steep declines of the “great recession” and the stunning 
gains of the great recovery have had curious effects. The Wall 
Street Journal recently ran a story entitled, “Mom and Pop Run 
with the Bulls.”  The story examined how some, having sold 
completely out of equities during the decline, are now returning, 
fearful of missing out on gains. This could work for them. As 
holders of equities ourselves, we hope it does. This behavior, 
however, sounds more like emotion than reasoned thought. We 
strongly believe that investment success is more likely to come 
from discipline and the thoughtful management of risk, not just 
seeking returns.  Perhaps, the greatest advantages one can 
have in navigating volatile markets are discipline and a deep 
knowledge of financial history.  As noted philosophy professor 
and author, George Santayana, once said, “Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to repeat it.” 

Domestic Equities: As the memory of the Presidential election 
and political wrangling around the fiscal cliff faded, stocks rose. 
Solid earnings reports and the low yields of other asset classes 
added fuel to the rally. Building on the momentum of last year, 
the S&P 500 rose 10.6% for the quarter. As is often the case 
during strong advances, smaller stocks did even better. The 
Russell 2500, a measure of smaller company stocks jumped 
12.8%.  Some investors become far bolder as markets rise. 
While we are far from pessimistic about future returns, we     
believe a measure of discipline is equally vital in good times as 
well as bad.   

International Equities: Debt concerns involving Greece, Spain 
and Italy continue to hamper economic activity in the region. 
The latest to join the headlines was the island nation of Cyprus. 
During the quarter, world equity markets were temporarily    
unsettled when Cyprus announced the effective seizure of    
certain bank deposits. This is concerning to an already        
pressured European Union. However, to put this in perspective, 
the GDP of Cyprus is somewhat less than that of Vermont. In 
the end, returns in international stocks were good but more  
muted than U.S. returns. The MSCI EAFE, an index of          
international developed markets, gained a respectable 5.1%. 
Emerging markets stocks were unable to overcome the        
negatives and slumped a modest 1.6%.  

Fixed-Income: Given current conditions in the bond market, an 
examination of financial history is also warranted. Some       
investors believe that bonds always have low volatility and 
strong returns.  To the casual observer, this would appear    
correct. Since 1976, the Barclays Aggregate Index, a measure 
of the overall bond market, has gained an average 7.7% return 
per year. Further, the index has experienced only two down 
calendar years over the entire 37 years of the index’s existence. 
No wonder bonds are so popular. 

Further mathematical examination yields a potentially different 
view. Decades ago, the 10-year Treasury bond, a key           
component of the index, yielded around 15%. The 10-year 
Treasury currently yields 1.7%. So, the return of bonds over 
that period did not come from being a superior asset class. It 
was instead bolstered by a multi-decade, massive decline in 
interest rates. This decline in interest rates, while not            
necessarily over, is certainly showing signs of considerable 
age. This does not make bonds “bad” as an asset class. It does 
mean that interest rate risk, also known as duration, as well as 
credit risk, should be strenuously examined. This is part of what 
we do. 

Given these valuation constraints, bonds turned in mixed      
performances. The previously mentioned Barclays Aggregate 
declined 0.1% for the quarter. Treasury Inflation-Protected   
Securities or TIPS edged down 0.4%. High-yield bonds rose 
2.9%. Given the recent rise in some federal tax rates, demand 
for tax-advantaged investments remained strong. Municipal 
bonds edged up 0.3% for the quarter. 

Investment markets look far different today than four years ago. 
From the gloom of a deep recession and a vicious market    
decline, to the surprise of many, the market has mounted one 
of the most powerful and fast recoveries in history.                
Undoubtedly, investors feel much better. As past years have 
dramatically shown, how one feels has little to do with future 
investment success.  

We are highly conscious of the confidence you have placed in 
us.  We will begin this new quarter in the same way we begin 
every quarter.  We will begin with a careful examination of your 
goals. Then, we will use a combination of mathematics,       
valuation and historical perspective to help you toward     
achieving them. As always, please let us know if you would like 
to discuss any aspect of your financial planning. We are here 
for you. 

The content of this material was provided to you by Lincoln Financial 
Network for its representatives and their clients. Lincoln Financial      
Network is the marketing name for Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp. and 
Lincoln Financial Securities Corporation.  

Source of data – – Morningstar, U.S. Department of Commerce, Wall 
Street Journal, Rothschild Market Review, Bureau of Economic Analysis, 
Bloomberg, Market ABX indexes, The Federal Reserve. The              
performance of an unmanaged index is not indicative of the performance 
of any particular investment.  It is not possible to invest directly in any 
index.  Past performance is no guarantee of future results.  This material 
represents an assessment of the market environment at a specific point 
in time and is not intended to be a forecast of future events, or a        
guarantee of future results. 3 year performance data is annualized. 
Bonds have fixed principal value and yield if held to maturity and does 
not enter into default. Bonds have inflation, credit, and interest rate risk. 
Treasury Inflation Protected Securities (TIPS) have principal values that 
grow with inflation if held to maturity. High yield bonds (lower rated or 
junk bonds) experience higher volatility and increased credit risk when 
compared to other fixed income investments.  REITs are subject to real 
estate risks associated with operating and leasing properties.  Additional 
risks include changes in economic conditions, interest rates, property 
values, and supply and demand, as well as possible environmental   
liabilities, zoning issues and natural disasters.  Stocks can have         
fluctuating principal and returns based on changing market conditions.  
The prices of small company stocks generally are more volatile than 
those of large company stocks.  International investing involves special 
risks not found in domestic investing, including political and social     
differences and currency fluctuations due to economic decisions.      
investing in emerging markets can be riskier than investing in              
well-established foreign markets.  CRN201301-2075815 
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Operations  
By Patrick Walsh CFP, Associate Planner 

 

Household Records to Keep and How Long 

Last year in this section we highlighted the importance of online files and password management. Storing these passwords with 
your attorney or in a safety deposit box allows your relatives to be able to access them in the event of an emergency. In a similar 
vein, this year we would like to share some general guidelines that can help in knowing what to keep and for how long. 

 

When was the last time you couldn’t find an important paper that you knew you had carefully put away?  Do you have a  
special place to store and keep your records?   Do you know what you should keep and what can be tossed and when?  

                 
 

Zero Taxes on Investments — Opportunity Extended!   
 
Congress voted to extend the tax regime for those making less than $450,000/year. This is great news as this renews the oppor-
tunity to take advantage of one of the best tax relief laws we’ve seen.  
 
For those clients in the 10% or 15% tax bracket, capital gains and dividend tax rates drop to ZERO!   Some of you still have some 
high capital gains on stock and/or mutual fund investments held for years, inherited, etc. If you are in need of diversification or have 
cash needs, this tax break could make the timing very attractive.  
 
We encourage you to contact your Tax Advisors to see if you could take advantage of this opportunity.   

Document How Long to Keep It   

Bank Statements 1 year, unless needed to support tax 

filings 
  

Birth certificates, marriage licenses, divorce        

decrees, passports, education records, military        

records 

  
Forever   

Contracts Until updated   

Credit card records Until paid, unless needed to support tax 

filings 
  

Home purchase/improvement records As long as you own the property   

Household inventory Forever; update as needed   

Life Insurance Forever   

Car, home and other Insurance Until you renew the policy   

Investment statements Shred monthly statements; keep annual 

statements until you sell investments 
  

Vehicle titles Until sold or disposed of   

Loan documents Until you sell item the loan was for   

Real estate deeds As long as you own property   

Tax records 7 years from filing date   

Receipts for large purchases Until you sell or discard item   

Service contracts and warranties Until you sell or discard item   

Social Security statements Upon receipt of new statement, shred old 

one 
  

Will and Other Estate Planning Documents Until updated  



P a g e  4  

Erik J. Christman is a registered representative of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp.  Securities and investment advisory services offered through Lincoln Financial Advisors 

Corp., a broker/dealer (Member SIPC) and registered investment advisor.  Insurance offered through Lincoln affiliates and other fine  companies.   This information 

should not be construed as legal or tax advice.  You may want to consult a tax advisor regarding information as it  relates to your personal circumstances.  Past perfor-

mance does not guarantee future results.  Statements regarding future prospects may not be realized and may differ materially from actual events or results.  In CA, 

insurance offered through Lincoln Marketing and Insurance Agency, LLC and Lincoln Associates Insurance Agency, INC. C Insurance License # 0B4705.   Oxford Financial 

Partners is not an affiliate of Lincoln Financial Advisors Corp.    CRN201304-2079657 

 

 

              Did You Know? 
                     By Carolyn Smith, Administrative Assistant 

· Unless food is mixed with saliva you can't taste it 

· The average person falls asleep in 7 minutes 

· 8% of people have an extra rib 

· The smallest bones in the human body are found in your ear 

· All the blinking in one day equates to having your eyes closed for 30 minutes 

· Your brain uses between 20 - 25% of the oxygen your breathe 

· A 1/4 of your bones are in your feet 

· Your tongue is the fastest healing part of your body 

· A 1 minute kiss burns 26 calories 

· You burn more calories sleeping than watching TV 

· An average person will spend 25 years asleep 

· Rubber bands last longer when kept refrigerated 

· Hot water freezes quicker than cold water 

· Sponges hold more cold water than hot 

· Frozen foods were first introduced in the 1920s 

· The ideal temperature to fall asleep is between 18-30°c (64-86°f) 

· Mercury is the only metal that is liquid at room temperature 

· The only thing that can destroy a diamond is intense heat  


